HOW TO SUBMIT:  Students will submit their Patriot’s Pen entry utilizing the Scholar’s App Scholarship Platform, an electronic scholarship entry and tracking platform.  Each Post will have their own flyer with a QR code for the Patriot’s Pen scholarship program.  Students will use the QR code to open the program and complete the application and their essay.  Essay length: 300 – 400 words (+ or – 5 words max).  You must write your own essay.  All essays should be typed in English with no color or graphics and cannot be less than 300 words or greater than 400 words in length.  Essays under or over these word amounts will be eliminated.  Every word is counted regardless of length.  The essay title (theme) or added footnotes do not contribute to the word count.

In no way may students identify themselves within their essay (including, but not limited to, your name, school, city, state, race or national origin.) Do not put your name on your essay.  Students are allowed to enter only once each year if otherwise eligible (one Post competition).  Students found in violation of this rule will face elimination from the competition and will be required to return all prize money awarded or received. 

The essay must be a student’s original work and a product of the student’s own thinking.  The approach to the Patriot’s Pen theme should be positive and clearly focused.  Poetry is not acceptable.  Quotations may be used sparingly if plainly identified wherever used.  A student’s teacher, counselor or parent may check the essay for punctuation, grammar and/or spelling, but the content must remain the students.  Students will be judged based on their essay alone and are not required to present the essay orally.

In the event a student cannot use Scholar’s App they may submit their entry form and essay via email or hard copy to their local Post for judging.  If submitting hardcopy, the entry form is your essay’s cover sheet.  Secure the Official Student Entry Form with a staple or other fastener on top of your essay.

If submitting to a school/group competition for judging.  Submit the hardcopy as outlined above.



